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Plastic pollution at each life stage

Pollution

Resources
(oil extraction & CO,, CH,, fracking water, oil spills, chemicals, fertilizers and pesticide
bio-based feedstock)

pellet/nurdle loss, loss of flakes and powder, CO,, CH,, hazardous air pollutants,
Polymer production micro-/nanoplastics pollution, airborne microplastics, monomers and polymers,
non-intentionally added substances (e.g. formaldehyde) and other chemicals

(airborne) micro-/nanoplastics pollution, pellet/nurdle loss, microfibres, general
Product manufacture microplastics/ paint fragments in wastewater, loss of flakes and powder, monomers
and polymers, chemicals

micro-/nanoplastics pollution (pellet loss, airborne microplastics, litter,
Transport & trade fragmentation), unintentional releases of pellets, flakes and powders, monomers
and polymers, chemicals

e.g. tire dust, paint dust, microfibres, cigarette butts, single-use plastics, fishing
gear, agricultural plastics, microplastics, littering (e.g. food packaging), monomers
and polymers, endocrine-disrupting and other chemicals

Commercial, industrial
& consumer use

Waste management microplastics, particulates, heavy metals, CO,, CH, monomers and polymers,
& recycling chemicals

micro-/nanoplastics, monomers and polymers, microfibres, endocrine-disrupting

Removal & remediation and other chemicals
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